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UJ Professor Philiswa Nomngongo

Johannesburg - Researchers at the 
University Johannesburg (UJ) have 
developed a more sensitive method 
to test for dangerous levels of heavy 
metals, like arsenic, cadmium and 
chromium in vegetables and water. 
  The method, which can also be used 
to test other foods, is faster and more 
economical to directly identify toxic 
and carcinogenic heavy metals in 
vegetables and drinking water. 
  Trace metals such as lead, arsenic, 
cadmium and thallium are toxic even 
at very low concentration levels. 
Arsenic, cadmium and chromium 
hexavalent compounds are also rec-
ognised as carcinogens by Interna-
tional Agency for Research on Can-
cer (IARC) and the US National 
Toxicology Program (NTP).
  SARChI chairperson for Nanotech-
nology for Water at UJ, Professor 
Philiswa Nomngongo says the study 
provides a simple, fast and sensitive 
method for laboratories with limited 
resources. 
  “The results can also improve food 
quality. This study contributes data 
that can be used as reference when 
setting up or revising guidelines for 
the maximum allowable levels in 
common vegetables and palatable 
water,” she says.
  The method uses ultra-sound as-
sisted cloud-point extraction and 
dispersive micro-solid phase extrac-

tion to preconcentrate samples from 
vegetables and water. The samples 
are then directly analysed with induc-
tively coupled plasma optical emis-
sion spectrometry.
  All over the world, unwanted trace 
metals show up in vegetables and 
drinking water. These metals are 
among many pollutants that seriously 
affect human health. 
  Monitoring which metals occur in 
foods and beverages can really chal-
lenge a laboratory. Often labs cannot 
directly measure some trace metals in 
foods, because they occur in ‘too low 
doses. The equipment is not designed 
to detect such low concentrations; 
which means sophisticated methods 
and expensive equipment are needed 
to detect the presence of some trace 
metals.
  Secondly, vegetables are complex to 
accurately analyse for chemical ele-
ments. This creates time-consuming 
procedures to prepare samples to be 
ready for metals testing. 
  Combined, this means that monitor-
ing for trace metals in agricultural 
produce is generally slow, expensive, 
and can only be done by highly quali-
fied scientists. For developing coun-
tries, monitoring can be inaccessible 
because of that.
  To stay healthy, humans need to 
eat vegetables and drink water. High 
quality vegetables contain many mi-

cronutrients, including trace metals 
the body needs to function well; but 
too high doses of some metals can 
make people sick, though health con-
ditions such as cancer may take years 
to manifest. Others are so toxic that 
very low amounts can make people 
extremely ill within days or weeks.
  “We need to eat foods containing 
some trace metals, such as copper, 
zinc, and iron. But others are toxic; 
lead, arsenic cadmium, mercury, 
among others. On the one hand, veg-
etables form a vital part of human 
nutrition. On the other, they are good 
accumulators of heavy metals. Know-
ing the level of metal contamination 
in the vegetables we eat and water we 
drink can make a difference to health 
and quality of life,” says Professor 
Nomngongo.
    Co-author of the study, Dr Luthan-
do Nyaba says previous studies used 
similar methods, but for analysis of 
organic pollutants.
  “This is the first time where a clay-
based adsorbent is combined with a 
cloud point extraction method for 
simultaneous analysis of trace met-
als in vegetables and palatable wa-
ter. In this method, we convert solid 
vegetable samples into liquid form, 
making it possible to directly analyse 
trace metals with a suitable analyti-
cal instrument. Direct, simultaneous 
analysis means that more vegetable 

samples can be analysed at the same 
time, and quicker than was possible 
before,” adds Dr Nyaba.
  Unwanted metals affect food crops 
and drinking water worldwide. Heavy 
metals pollution from urbanisation, 
factories, mines, and other industries 
filter into sources for drinking water 
and irrigation in agriculture. Some 
agricultural fertilizers, including re-
purposed sewage sludge, also affect 
food crops.
  Many of these metals bio-accumu-
late in the human body, in animals, 
plants and the environment. This 
means that the metals cannot be re-
moved and that the resulting prob-
lems can only be managed, not cured.
  The World Health Organisation 
(WHO) and national governments 
publish drinking water guidelines and 
other standards, which show what 
levels of metals in food and water are 
likely to affect human health. WHO’s 
International Agency for Research on 
Cancer (IARC) and the US National 
Toxicology Program (NTP) publish 
lists of known and probable human 
carcinogens.
  “Locally, the research results can 
help improve quality of life for com-
munities that depend on the studied 
water sources; and also help govern-
ment and environmental protection 
agencies to set water quality regula-
tions,” says Professor Nomngongo.

UJ team finds faster means to detect food toxins
High quality vegetables contain many micronutrients, including trace metals the body needs to function well; but 
too high doses of some metals can make people sick, though health conditions such as cancer may take years to 
manifest. Others are so toxic that very low amounts can make people extremely ill within days or weeks.
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Digital danger 
for children

‘The growth in the importance of 
logistics and supply chain manage-
ment has grown in an exponential 
way,’ says Ruan Venter, Registrar at 
Boston City Campus. ‘In any industry 
goods need to be sourced, bought, 
stored and dispatched. This is even 
more important in a digitally run 
business. And with the current pan-
demic, online orders have soared as 
customers avoid stores. Efficient and 
effective management of all these 
processes remains critical to main-
taining a reputation and brand in the 
business world.”
  Ruan goes on to say that graduates 
who are equipped with a compre-
hensive and integrated knowledge 
of logistics will have doors open to 
them.  
‘In the retail sector there are ele-
ments that must be almost perfect in 
order to remain competitive and ef-
ficient. These include customer rela-
tionship management, pricing, timing 
and delivery,’ he explains. ‘It makes 
sense then that logistics and supply 
chain management are critical com-
petencies that contribute to creating 
customer satisfaction.
  ‘Delivering products/services at the 
promised time; place; cost, and in 
the agreed upon quantity and quality 
keeps the wheels turning in this busi-
ness and career.’
  So what does a job in logistics 
entail? The logistics sector ensures 
that goods are available to consum-
ers when and where they need them. 
When you register (online) at Boston, 
a chain is set in motion to ensure you 
get your academic material, notes, text 
books, registration pack - all at the 
right time and the right place – we have 
over 45 branches so this must be done 
right! Logisticians oversee important 
phases of a product’s life, including al-
location, distribution, and delivery.
  The demand for logistics is currently 
at an all-time high, so if you hope to 
find steady, high-paying work, this 
might be the career for you. 
1. Job growth
Logistics is a rapidly expanding field 

that experienced growth even in the 
height of the recession. Now, the field 
is even more promising. As the econ-
omy experiences a downturn, retail 
spaces close, and online markets have 
increased. Therefore so does the need 
for logistics managers. 
2. There is a relatively low 
barrier to entry
Logistics offers job-seekers the oppor-
tunity to secure well-paying work with-
out an advanced degree.
3. Opportunities exist for promotion 
within logistics and within 
the company 
Upper management jobs will be avail-
able – make sure you can take advan-
tage by continuing your studies 
and skills upgrades. 

4. Work close to home. 
Since warehouses require large 
spaces, many will be found out-
side of the very industrial or urban 
areas where rent is costly, and 
may be situated closer to residen-
tial areas.
5. Specialise in an industry
Within the field of logistics, candi-
dates can choose an industry that 
they enjoy such as medical, retail or 
books. Places of employment also 
can vary from big corporations, small 
business, and not-for-profit organisa-
tions.
6. Personal development of 
broad-based skills
Many logistics practitioners remain 
in the field for a sustained time, but 
others use the skills they’ve gained 
to move into other fields. 
 Transferrable skills that will be de-
veloped in the field of logistics in-
clude forecasting, workflow optimi-
sation, general management, and 
financial planning.
The Boston Higher Certificate in Lo-
gistics and Supply Chain Manage-
ment will enable graduates to oper-
ate effectively in the workplace using 
a number of Windows based applica-
tions; Understand the implications of 
basic accounting and value analysis 
in the reduction and possible elimi-
nation of total cost of operations in 
an organisation: Apply different stock 

and materials management technolo-
gies in order to offer best service to 
both internal and external stakehold-
ers: understand different sources of 
vendor information: apply logistics 
and procurement principles to manage 
forecasting and time. 
  Although steady employment and 
high pay may entice many individuals 
to find alternative careers from supply 
chain management, most choose to 
remain in the field because they find 
their work so rewarding. 
 

For more details on a career in lo-
gistics call the Boston call centre on 
011 551 2000, visit us on Facebook, 

or visit www.boston.co.za.

MasterMinding service and product 
pathways – a career in logistics

Ruan VenteR

Tech Reporter

Kaspersky’s Responsible Digi-
tal Parenting survey indi-

cates that 84% of the parents in 
South Africa use their gadgets 
to entertain children when they 
travel. Furthermore, 29% of the 
respondents try to calm down their 
children with the help of devices 
and 20% aim to gain some spare 
time for themselves.
As a result, there is a chance that 
children are often left one-on-one 
with the gadgets.
  What is more, 80% of South Afri-
can children have their own smart-
phone or tablet, according to the 
survey; and the majority of children 
were 9-10 years old when they first 
got their own device.
  Nevertheless, a quarter of South 
Africans have not discussed safety 
rules on the Internet with their 
child. This means that the children 
are not always aware of how to be-
have themselves safely online.
  Head of child safety at Kasper-
sky Network, Andrey Sidenko says 
most parents give their children 
gadgets in order to entertain them, 
spare some time for themselves or 
calm down their children. 
  “However, they shouldn’t use digi-
tal devices uncontrolled. It has been 
estimated that 22% of South Afri-
can parents would like to monitor 
their child’s digital life better. This 

can be done by limiting screen time 
and holding conversations; howev-
er, a security solution is needed as 
well,” Sidenko says.
  To teach children to use their gad-
gets in a beneficial way, and to safe-
guard them from inappropriate con-
tent, Kaspersky offers some advice 
to parents.
  Explain to your child the ethics of 
the Internet, including (not to write 
anything offending or insulting, 
not to post embarrassing, indecent 
photos, etc) and safety rules on the 
Internet (not to respond to strang-
ers, not to publish too much private 
information etc).
  Communicate with your child. 
Discover his or her interests and 
suggest suitable materials and video 
bloggers. Ensure them that you are 
a modern parent who understands 
them and to whom they can always 
come for a piece of advice.
 Install a reliable security solution 
to monitor your child’s activity.

Head of child safety Andrey Sidenko

A quarter of South Africans 
have not discussed safety 
rules on the Internet with 
their children, meaning the 
children are not always 
aware of how to behave 
themselves safely online
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Covid-19 recoveries encourage health dept

Johannesburg - On Monday High-
er Education, Science and Innova-
tion Minister Blade Nzimande an-
nounced that the 2021 applications 
for the National Student Financial 
Aid Scheme (NSFAS) have opened, 
and will close on 30 November.
  The NSFAS applications are for 
students from poor and working-
class backgrounds who want to 
further their studies at any public 
Technical Vocational Education 
and Training (TVET) college or 
university. To qualify for funding, 
the applicant must be a South Afri-
can citizen and from a family with 
an annual household income of not 
more than R350 000; and for stu-
dents with a disabilities, the income 
must not be more than R600 000.
  Nzimande said in the current 
academic year NSFAS has funded 
more than 700 000 students; 248 
242 at TVET colleges; and 481 339 
at universities. 
  “This is a 20% increase from the 
previous year, when we compared 

registration data received in the 
same period of 2019 versus 2020. 
NSFAS accounted for 40% of the 
undergraduate population at univer-
sities, and 70% at TVET colleges,” 
Nzimande said.
  He added that National Youth De-
velopment Agency centres will be 
fully operational and accessible to 
applicants from September 1.
  The department announced that ap-
plications for 2021 funding would 
be done online via the myNSFAS 
portal. The application system re-
quires prospective students to sub-
mit supporting documents, includ-
ing a copy of their ID; a parent or 
guardian’s proof of income; and a 
copy of the parent or guardian’s ID.

Minister Blade Nzimande

NSFAS student 
applications 
open for 2021
Applications for 
2021 funding will be 
done online via the 
myNSFAS portal

Residents take precautions against Covid-19 infection by sanitising their hands.

Johannesburg - Despite Gauteng 
being the Covid-19 infections 
hotspot, provincial officials have 
said that they are encouraged by 
the number of recoveries, which 
had passed the 100 000 mark by 
last Wednesday.
  The Gauteng Health Department 
said the recoveries showed that its 
interventions are working. With the 

Covid-19 infections peak expected 
to hit soon, the department said out 
of a total of 74 106 contacts traced, 
over 53 000 people had completed 
the isolation process and had no 
symptoms of the virus.
  The department’s spokesperson 
Kwara Kekana said that is a sign 
that they are doing something 
right. “Gauteng registered 62% 

Covid-19 recoveries, surpassing 
the 100 000 mark. The provincial 
Health Department is deeply en-
couraged by the rising numbers of 
recoveries,” she said.
  The department said it is working 
on improving the speed to resolve 
unallocated cases. The recovery 
was at 63%, with almost 298 000 
people having recovered.
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Johannesburg – An inner- city or-
ganisation, CAN Collective, has 
been established to address the needs 
of people who find themselves in 
dire circumstances. 
  The project falls under the Gauteng 
Together initiative, operating as a 
community action network (CAN), 
made up of individuals and organ-
isations with prominent influence, 
infrastructure and networks operat-
ing in the Joburg inner-city.
  Inner-city CAN administration 

leader Jean Veitch says they work 
with businesses, residents and NGOs 
to provide community relief to those 
in need. 
  “We believe in collective action 
rooted in solidarity, and are mobil-
ising support so that no one is left 
behind during the pandemic and be-
yond. We collaborate, maximise and 
channel efforts to achieve greater 
results. We are also forming CANs 
in the suburbs surrounding the inner- 
city to bring additional support to the 

communities requiring assistance. 
Our work includes networking and 
connecting people with the aim of 
forming micro CANs, so that com-
munities can leverage their skills and 
resources to help themselves. These 
micro CANs funnel right down to 
building level,” Veitch says.
  Veitch adds that the organisation 
has registered about 15 micro CANs 
under the Inner-city Collective, with 
more in the pipeline. 
  “Our approach is based on inclu-
sion and engagement. By linking 
up with leaders and emerging com-
munity champions in each micro 
CAN, residents of buildings begin 
to see themselves as stakeholders in 
addressing needs. Collectively, we 
are then able to provide assistance 
to the most vulnerable members 
of each mini-community through 
peers in their own communities.”
  Veitch adds that one of the micro 
CANs is focussed on assisting for-
eign nationals with documentation 
needs, improving their chances of 
building a life in South Africa. 
  “The same CAN has been working 
with young sex workers in the hope 
of giving them greater purpose and 
value, and provide them with op-
tions to get them off the streets,” 
Veitch says. 
  The Hillbrow CAN has taken 
street children under its care. One 

is 28-year-old Thabang Movunelela, 
who has lived at the Twilight Cen-
tre for 10 years, helping youths who 
were brought to the centre over the 
years; now a vital part of the CAN 
distribution network.
  He said: “At first I thought Cov-
id-19 would be a challenge for street 
children who beg outside shops be-
cause now there is less money. I see 
people still wearing nice clothes, 
but when you hear their story, like 
that of a woman with a one-year-old 
child with no food and clothes for 
the baby. When I see people coming 
here to cry, it opens my mind; there 
are people who need help. I’ve learnt 
a lot from this food distribution.”
  Veitch says one of their long-term 
initiatives is re-birthing of the Twi-
light Children’s Home in Hillbrow as 
a youth street outreach programme. 
  “The aim is to enable homeless 
youths to exit street life by giving 
them the best chance at life. The pro-
gramme will provide shelter, food, a 
learning centre, a library, life skills 
workshops, emotional wellbeing ac-
tivities and a boxing gym. Twilight 
Hillbrow will be a pilot project for 
this concept with a view to launch-
ing these community centres in other 
suburbs within Joburg’s inner-city.”
  To support the community col-
lective send an email to Veitch on 
jean@innercitycollective.org.

CAN member Thabang Movunelela 

Community project helps distressed residents

Johannesburg - One of the Joburg 
CBD’s tallest buildings, Towers 
Main, formerly called Absa Towers, 
in Main Street, has been renovated 
to accommodate residents.
  Property development companies 
Atterbury and Ithemba properties 
collaborated on the Divercity proj-
ect, initiated in 2018 with investors 
including Nedbank. 
  The Divercity Urban Property 
Fund invested R2 billion to cre-
ate mixed-use inner-city precincts; 
which focused on redevelopment of 
the building, and also Jewel City in 
the Joburg CBD.
  The Divercity investment fund 
is backed by stakeholders who in-

clude Atterbury and Ithemba Prop-
erties, with Talis Property Fund 
playing a major part in the forma-
tion of the fund.
  Ithemba Properties CEO Rian 
Reyneke said the building is a game 
changer for the city.
  “The development focused on nine 
floors which were repurposed to A 
grade office space. From the 10th 
floor to the 30th, are new rental 
apartments. Amenities include a 
coffee shop, art gallery, day-care 
centre and gym,” Reyneke said.
  He added that the Joburg CBD has 
not received much focus in terms of 
development, and as a result thou-
sands of workers flock in to work 

and commute back to various parts 
of Joburg each day. 
  “The project will help make the 
city more desirable to potential resi-
dents. We hope that this will inspire 
other developers to move back to 
the city. There are a lot of working 
class people from communities that 
include Soweto, who spend two to 
four hours commuting, which is 
time and cost consuming. I believe 
that in 10 years Joburg could be a 
transformed city that will house a 
diverse population,” Reyneke said. 
  He added that some tenants have 
already moved into the renovated 
building; and expects demand to in-
crease after the lockdown ends.

Prominent building to house tenants
Atterbury Property Fund CEO Wouter de Vos, Ithemba Properties CEO Rian Reyneke, 

Talis Property Fund chairperson Tebogo Mogashoa and Ithemba Properties director Carel Kleynhans

‘Collectively, we are then able to provide assistance to the most vulnerable members of each mini-community’ 

Kensington - A 63-year-old Jo-
hannesburg taxi operator was shot 
and killed while on his way home 
from work on Monday afternoon, 
according to police.
  Police spokesperson Brigadier 
Mathapelo Peters said the Taxi Vi-
olence Unit was activated follow-
ing the fatal shooting of the man in 
Kensington.
  “It is alleged that the deceased 
was in his car on his way from the 
office when shots were fired at him 
by unknown suspects at the corner 

of York and Allum streets. He was 
declared dead on the scene,” Pe-
ters said. 
  Police have launched a search 
for the suspects and appeal to any-
one who may have witnessed the 
incident, or has information that 
could lead to their arrest to contact 
their nearest police station, or call 
the Crime Stop number on 08600 
10111. Anonymous tip-offs may 
also be given on the MySAPS app 
that can be downloaded 
onto any smartphone. 

Taxi boss shot dead

Daveyton  - On Monday a 57-year-old 
man was arrested in a bizarre and exten-
sive crime spree police said resembled a 
Hollywood movie.
  Police spokesperson Captain Ndivhuwo 
Mulamu said a cash van arrived at a pet-
rol station in Daveyton to collect some 
money.
  “The driver remained in the vehicle, and 
while waiting the man approached the van. 
The driver warned him not to approach the 
van, but without any warning the man al-
legedly stabbed the driver on his back, and 
took off with three cash boxes. The other 
security members chased and shot the sus-
pect,” Mulamu said.
  Despite being wounded, the man threat-

ened the driver of a fully loaded taxi and 
hijacked it, forcing him to speed off, Mu-
lamu said.
  “The suspect later got out of the taxi after 
realising that the cash boxes were empty. 
He fled on foot and hijacked another ve-
hicle from a mechanic’s workshop.
They could try to stop him; but he hopped 
from one car into another, chased by com-
munity members, until he was appre-
hended. We commend the community for 
assisting police in arresting the suspect. 
He was taken to hospital for the gunshot 
wound and was later discharged,” Mul-
amu said.
  The man has been charged with armed 
robbery, attempted murder and hijacking.

Man arrested in ‘movie style’ heist
‘Despite being wounded, the man threatened the driver of 
a fully loaded taxi and hijacked it, forcing him to speed off’
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A Pello Yabasadi worker busy at work

Johannesburg - Protective clothing manufactur-
er, Pello Yabasadi recently received a boost from 
a leading construction materials producer, Afri-
Sam, when it ordered thousands of facemasks for 
its workforce. 
  The face masks order provided relief for the 
small manufacturer that was facing despair due 
to the lockdown, and slowing business activity.
  Pello Yabasadi owner Tumi Phooko said: “When 
I received the order I was a bit overwhelmed be-
cause we had never received an order of such a 
large quantity of products.”
  Pello Yabasadi Enterprise produces corporate 
clothing, uniforms, protective gear, safety shoes 
and now face masks, in operation for five years. 
  Phooko received business development training 
and mentorship from AfriSam’s Business Devel-
opment Centre and graduated in 2018. 
  AfriSam also assisted the business to acquire a 
permit to operate during the lockdown; and also 
provided capital as part of its Supplier Develop-
ment Programme to buy some material to be used 
to supply masks to other customers.
  In 2019 AfriSam bought an embroidery ma-
chine for Pello Yabasadi on an interest free loan.
  “The machine enables us to do more beautifully 

branded products, quicker, something we were 
unable to do before. This is a game changer for 
us, and we are grateful for it,” Phooko said.
  AfriSam procurement manager Zunaid Rasdien 
said the Pello Yabasadi proj-
ect was part of the company’s 
efforts to fight the Covid-19 
pandemic through providing  
health protocol compliant 
products.
 “Samples of her products 
were tested and passed our 
safety quality control mea-
sures, enabling us to trust her 
masks to protect our work-
force.” Rasdien added.
  Women have been disadvan-
taged, marginalized and find 
it difficult to secure tenders, 
contracts, good jobs or earn 
the same wages as their male 
counterparts. 
  Unemployment remains 
high countrywide and the gap 
between the employment of 
men and women is high.

Company boosts women’s business

This is a trying time for everyone in our country, and we realise 
that many of you and your family may have been harshly im-
pacted, especially financially, by Covid 19.
  Egolisquash Youth Empowerment organization is not just about 
introducing squash to young people in the Inner City, Soweto 
and surrounding areas, it is also about helping to bring about a 
positive change through academic mentoring and lifestyle and 
skills coaching, health, nutrition ,fitness and being able to pro-
vide a safe  nurturing haven for the hundreds of children that 
participate.
  Due to COVID19 pandemic many of the Egolisquash Youth 
Empowerment scholars, Coaches and their families are strug-
gling incredibly, and even more so if their parents and caregivers 
are not employed full- time or in essential services. To this end, 
we are raising money to put together Basic Necessity Packages, 
comprising of academic materials, food, sanitary products, toilet-
ries and cleaning materials.
  Our aim is to try to provide our regular Egolisquash participants 
and coaches, with at least one parcel as soon as can be and also 
to broaden their access to online educational portals.
Many young coaches across the province have grown up with 
Egolisquash and still work hard in paying it forwards to children 
in the programme, and most have had no income since the 15th 
of March when our government announced school and recre-
ational facilities closures.
The cost of a pack is R 350
OUR REACH SO FAR SINCE LOCKDOWN:
300 Egolisquash families benefited basic necessity food parcels
10 tons of food parcels delivered to Inner-city,Soweto and Alex 
Thusong communities.
300 Stationery packs, word puzzles, brain teasers, math work 
delivered
We further extended access to food parcels to Gauteng Clubs’ 
members and our Mass Participation
Schools:
-Basa Tutorial Institute

-Our Lady of Wisdom College -Phoenix College
-Vuleka St. Martins Primary School -Pace Secondary
-Gazankulu Primary
-Newmodel College
-Vuwani Secondary School
Whilst the first phase of the global COVID19 response focused 
on rapid containment of the disease the EYE organization is now 
pivoting to incorporate secondary impacts such as nutrition and 
virtual learning programmes for youths and their families into 
funding planning and emergency activities. With South Africa’s 
lockdown introduced on the 27th of March; a significant number 
of Johannesburg Inner-city, Soweto and Alexandra Townships 
and Informal settlements dwellers working in the low-income 
industries as restaurant, hotel staff or domestic workers have 
faced retrenchments due to lockdown. For these communities; 
hunger and malnutrition has begun to replace COVID19 as ex-
istential fear.
  Coupled with this, a significant number of Johannesburg disad-
vantaged youths without access to computers or smart phones 
have been trapped in the digital divide gap and are unable to 
attend online learning platforms implemented by schools due to 
lockdown restrictions.
Thus; the level of need has geared EYE organization to ensure 
virtual programming; food security and nutrition are included in 
the response as service delivery, economies, and food systems 
have disrupted due to COVID19 pandemic.

Visit our facebook page www.facebook.com/egolisquash to gain 
more insight (pics and on the innovative services we are cur-
rently implementing to empower communities during the public 
health COVID19 crisis.
 EYE helps disadvantaged Inner-city, Soweto and Alex youths to 
escape the endless cycle of poverty through motivating them to 
become involved in a balanced programme of academic support, 
sustainable girls empowerment voluntary self-development com-
munity activities and peer leadership activities.

COVID19 PUBLIC HEALTH MITIGATION INITITATIVE
EGOLISQUASH YOUTH EMPOWERMENT UBUNTU DRIVE

For Women’s Month 2020, SANCA 
Central Rand, in partnership with Mr 
Sphiwe Ntombela @StepItUpWith-
Sphiwe encourage Men to act against 
Gender Based Violence (GBV).
 Ntombela, who is a Fitness trainer 
has initiated a campaign called “RUN-
4WOMEN”.  The aim of the campaign 
is to raise awareness of Gender 
Based Violence through active liv-
ing, and to encourage 10 000 people 
to run or walk 5km on any route at 
6:30am on the 9th of August 2020 as 
a form of solidarity against Gender 
Based Violence.
  As a “symbolic action” of “Break-
ing The Silence” in communities of 
diverse social dynamics, the cam-
paign, further challenges South Af-
rica to cross dress on Women’s Day. 
The challenge is for everyone male, 
female, young and old regardless of 
their sexual preference.
  Ntombela further said, “Men can play 
a meaningful role in ending GBV and 
contribute to behavior change and 

the breaking of stereotypes of gender 
equality.”
As Minister in the Presidency for 
Women Youth and Persons with Dis-
abilities Maite Nkoane-Mashabane 
stated “We will celebrate this year’s 
Women Month under the theme: 
“Generation Equality: Realizing Wom-
en’s Rights for an Equal Future”.
  SANCA Central Rand Alcohol and 
Drug Centre acknowledges that GBV 
is a profound and widespread prob-
lem in South Africa, impacting on al-
most every aspect of life.
GBV occurs at times as a result of 
substance abuse, normative role ex-
pectations and unequal power rela-
tionships between genders in a soci-
ety and devastates the lives of wom-
en, girls, families and communities. 
We are all affected by GBV, Let’s 
speak out.

#SANCACentralRandCares
#Run4WomenChallenge

#GBVChallenge
#ActiveLiving

GBV Awareness Through Active Living

Sphiwe Ntombela (@StepItUpWithSphiwe) and SANCA Central Rand employees doing the 
GBV Challenge exercise for Women’s month #Run4WomenChallenge at Johannesburg.

Women have been disadvantaged, marginalized and find it difficult to secure 
tenders, contracts, good jobs or earn the same wages as male counterparts
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Dionne Mudie

Multi-award-winning song-
stress Judith Sephuma, aka 

The Queen of Afro-Jazz, has re-
corded a 66-minute ‘on-demand’ 
live studio show; a series designed 
to enable fans to watch the show at 
their leisure, any time between Au-
gust 8 and 22. 
  The Judith Sephuma in Concert: 
The Jazz Unplugged show buys fans 
a stripped-down performance that 
includes Sephuma’s best-known 
songs such as A cry a smile a dance, 
Mme Motswadi, Maropeng, Music 
in the air and an iconic version of 
Bridge over troubled water. 
  Magnificent harmonies that were 
created by Kuki Mncube, Tshepang 
Mofokeng and Thembinkosi Man-
qele on backing vocals with Devine 
Mitchell on guitar and Job Thako 
on keys accompany Sephuma’s 
powerful soul-soothing voice that 
has dominated the airwaves for 
nearly two decades.
  Sephuma said she wants the stu-
dio show to accommodate different 
time zones. 
  “Hopefully, the fans will love the 
show so much, also that they will 

view it numerous times,” she said.
  The show, in celebration of Wom-
en’s Day on August 9, goes live the 
night before at 20:00 for on-demand 
viewing until August 22 at 20:00. 
  Sephuma’s most recent album 
Power of Dreams (2019) has been 
nominated for a South Africa Music 
Award (SAMA) in the category of 
Best African Adult Contemporary 
Album. The SAMAs will be broad-
cast on Mzansi Magic and streamed 
on www.Mymuze.com from Au-
gust 3-7, 2020. 
  For more information e-mail 
lisa@aboutentertainment.co.za.

Queen of Afro-
Jazz delivers 
Women’s Month 
live studio show

sne Mdiya

Following an impactful first 
iteration of the debut pro-

gramme, Business and Arts South 
Africa (BASA) is calling for appli-
cations for the next round.
  The support programme was 
launched by Sport, Arts and Cul-
ture (DSAC) Minister Nkosinathi 
Mthethwa in 2017.
  BASA CEO Ashraf Johaardien 
says participants will be selected 
from each province, along with 
nine provincial liaisons, who will 
be given an opportunity to build 
their administration and facilita-
tion skills.
  “This year the programme also 
features the Debut Programme 
Alumni Network, which facilitates 
continued relationship-building 
with the alumni of the programme 
through online engagements, 
training and other opportunities. 
The programme’s first launch saw 
creation of opportunities, to de-
velop and provide mentorship to 
local young creatives from across 
the country,” Johaardien says.
   DSAC director for Arts and Youth 
Development Moleleki Ledimo 

says the Debut Programme is 
focused on supporting emerg-
ing artists with knowledge and 
skills development, for them to 
shift from the amateur to the 
professional. 
  “In the current crisis climate, 
the importance of such as-
sistance becomes even more 
critical. This second edition is 
one further measure of the sus-
tained beneficence DSAC and 
BASA provide to our artists 
during the global pandemic,” 
Ledimo says. 
  BASA also partnered with the 
DAC and the National Lotteries 
Council (NLC) to further support 
emerging artists with knowledge 
and skills development, for them 
to shift from the amateur to the 
professional.
  BASA head of programmes 
Boitumelo Motsoatsoe says this 
year’s Debut Programme will be 
underpinned by social cohesion, 
inclusion and access, as it aims to 
reach 18 communities nationwide; 
two from each province.
  “Partnerships are important for 
maximum impact and improved 
sustainability. So this year we will 

also commit to increasing col-
laborations with local municipali-
ties, hubs, youth organisations and 
state entities to decrease barriers to 
participation and create more op-
portunities. This is motivated by a 
need to reach anyone with limited 
or no access to information, train-
ing and skills development,” Mot-
soatsoe says.
  Applications for the second edi-
tion of the Debut Programme are 
open until 31 August 2020. 
  Once again applications are facil-
itated via WhatsApp, to increase 
access. 
  Registration is open at https:
//tinyurl.com/BASAdebut2020.

BASA launches arts support 
programme’s second edition 

 Head of programmes Boitumelo Motsoatsoe 

Songstress Judith Sephuma

‘This year’s Debut Programme will be underpinned by 
social cohesion, inclusion and access, as it aims to reach 
18 communities nationwide; two from each province’
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New head of referees Abdul Basit (front) Ebrahim with some refs

The South African Football 
Association (SAFA) has 

appointed a new head of ref-
erees in Abdul Basit Ebrahim.
  Ebrahim, a former FIFA ref-
eree and FIFA/CAF trained 
instructor, takes over from 
Tenda Masikhwa who has left 
the soccer association to pur-
sue other opportunities.
  Ebrahim said South Africa 
has been at the forefront of 
producing the best match of-
ficials on the continent.
  “I would like the country to 
continue being pacesetters in 

this area. I want to assure ev-
eryone that I will do my best in 
this position. I have inherited 
solid structures and will con-
tinue to consolidate the good 
base created so far by oversee-
ing the continuous develop-
ment of future generations of 
match officials. I would like 
to thank and acknowledge the 
sterling work that has been 
done by Tenda Masikhwa over 
the years in this department. 
He leaves behind an ideal 
platform from which to work 
from,” Basit Ebrahim said.

SAFA appoints 
new refs head
‘I have inherited solid structures and will continue 
to consolidate the good base created so far by 
overseeing the continuous development of future 
generations of match officials’ 


